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- REAGAN, WHO WAS paid to make | feels it,” 'said Peter J..0Donnell, a-

e “Washinton Star Staff Writer ¢ the:"tour,” drew -wildly- enthusiastic] former 'state’ GOP -chairman and
“AUSTIN; Tex.~— There is some: | crowds.in Dallas, Houston and other

-Ford's deputy-campaign ‘manager.:
- Neither side would make. available-

;’body‘whn,? probably could walk.away. .| . parts of the states. '
- with-Texas" 26 "eléctoral " votes on | ;i But while the Californian was free:

. was free: “its polling data.” But several Demo-;
-Nov.2!.. e i vt sl withthisieriticism of. Carter and the: "cratic officials said they have been:
" “Former:"California - Gov. Renald - Democrats, he’evidently,still; finds it} "told privately by Carter: headquar-:

“ Reagan, however, finished second in-- | difficult""tg:/Say:anything  positive - .ters in Atlanta that the former Geor- .
-the’¥ Republican -Sweepstakes._.in.{ about~the<man: “against” whom' he? .Bla governor currently holds a.six to.
‘Kansas City, and hisname will not bé_] ‘campaignéd: for -gight. months..  In/ - 10 percentage point lead here ¢4, 7
sonthe ballot, /73 s " T T "speeches;in-Dallas .and Houston,vin‘| 7 Republican officials, ithout |
.- S0; Gerald Ford and Jimmy Cartes’ ;fact,”he.mentionéd: Ford’s -name-a Tproviding-any-evidence of their own,.;
-are left to slug it out for the state rich™ ﬁ':total"o.f only five'times, and two were ‘sharply--disputéd * such~ claims. 0.
“in glectoral.votes, a state key to the | references to-thée President’s: debate- -Donnell conceded that Ford probably’

- v e oV, . ‘ 4 -is:.trailing.; but: “insisted that..the-
. Democratic "lead “had;beé; - to:

.

‘Democrats'’: victory-, strategy: - and’7! :blunder about Eastern Europe.

.vital to-the Republicans’: Neither -is:| -~ Nevertheless; Reagan’generally’is

-threatenin «walk" away with -the - :considéred : one- of - the-President’s:
2 IR I %] biggest assets<in: the*campaign’for

only a point or two.” . = Sy
<. The truth, as noted by the Houston |

, is- the ‘case” when thie?| Texas, a race that thus: fat has been thto,,nic!e;~;th,%ﬁ.'Qtl}enidkai.,;‘:p.mbablyu
;cro'_wdv‘_wah.t_siﬁthe'Champidn,‘;,the‘,__twd’ﬁ’ more a:contest betweén®surro 1 -lies-'somewhere “in “between, “which-

-pretenders’ are- failing. to -stic“much -| . thanthe principles themselves.
. eathisiasm, and whoever eventually 4 . ~“Ford-is the; beneficiary of ‘mere:
~wins: Bere may owe hi victory to the .| ;_:Republican-enthusia‘sg;};than:eyqrbﬂ

Gy ; fore -because 6f:Ronald=:Reagan;
‘said .Ronald*<Kessle rati

ninDalla

‘slightedge, but certainlyinot an-
insurmountable one, with t
‘to go in the campaign.” et
ZiAfter virtually ignoring. the state.
‘since ‘their party conventions,-there
areindications that both<sides are
-gearing up for a last-minute push.in _
Texas—Besides, Reagan;— re--Ford-

.camp ‘in. recent "days. has .broug
:such'Republican luminaries as: Barry:
Goldwater and CIA Director George |.
Bush; himself a-Texan, into the state. ]
o _»,v. 3 ~q- - IR Sttt i i
~the first time since his nomination in
August, attending the -Texas-Oklaha--
“ma football game in Dallas and then’

-would:mean Carter is, maintaining a:.

B

i President’s, campaign coordinator in.;
tDallas conceded.the other day, -“our..
‘man isn't exciting a whole-lot of peo-
“ple; But then, neither j Carter

4

“IF WE'WIN, to a large extent it .
may be because of an overwhelming |
~Concern  Among Texans  about-what
cYimmy—=Carter; or “any” Demiocrat,
~would do, coupled with a wild-spend-
ing Democratic Congress.”” 27 - ez
-When expressed in private conver-
“sation; the Democratic perspective
.on the:two. candidates does nat differ rats, z.eie SO I Y]
Breatly. S st 5 20 REGE] T odn three of the past, four presiden
- “We're ‘likely ‘to ‘pull ;it: ff _this.| :tial elections-‘,”thve_-‘De‘movc:lats;’_.hg.Ve
ime;’} said’ Billie: Carr,:'the- crusty:;| carried. the state.“The:exception,’ o
:Democratic“ national committee-~| course, was the McGovern debacle of
‘woman from: Texas and a leaderof e U
-the state party’s liberal faction. .3

+I'm. afraid;’ ‘though, it i-doesn
e-a lot'to do with Jimmy Carte:
- The'ipeople j

Range’ s
‘Reagan;who swamped Ford.in the:
‘Texas primary last May, winning, all-
100 - of. "the:, state’s: convention - dele-.
gates,-clearly retains: his.‘popularity”
itives of both parties’

2 _ LY =ever andard
‘Texas'is a state:totally dominatgd-b;
the Democrati¢’ party? Its top: stat
officals are-Democrats and

ally hav SOfits!

= Texas was, after-all;"the home: #
:“Cactus’ Jack” Garner,: -Sam - Ray-;|
‘burn and Lyndon B.:Johnson..Even:|
-the state’s most influential Republi= -
~can, former Treasury'Secretary John
Connally; once' was a Democrat.
+The': statistics - notwithstanding,
“Republicans believe ‘Ford 'caniwin=

:here, .and. even. the’ most ‘partisan

ust’are ready: f

Democrats’ do_nct completely  dis--

: 3 SETE ount that possibility, -
1. was: trotted” around: the: ‘statey ' It's‘very; very close -f.everybocfﬂjf
-last: week!by Republican 1éaders. whe') R e e T

-evidently:” hope. that- some -of.; his{
- magic: with Texas:votersiwill rub off.
.on -the: national -ticket:and. on. local’
'GOP candidates as well, BT

Al
i,
R RN




' Approved For Release 2007/07/05 : CIA-RDP99-00498R000100020103-8 2

LA \A‘ ‘.",‘:.3"'4 T

CONNALLY.” FORD'S. campaign

Afte:»eas:ly wmmna therDemo-
; cratic: primary - here against. the-
-manager. f°§ the. state ?‘50 ttxgsh T€= 4 favorite-son-challenge of Sen. Lloyd.
-turned to: begin . an. eleventh-hour- 7 Benson, :Carter began the fall cam-;
“pitch: for’ the . President..Until_now,. };

- imost of his campaigning has. chused f;gf:;eg:eg“? ::;;‘;?(;; zﬁlylezzs cglr; ]
C a-xnbotherpartsolthe cou}r‘xtry S i Democrats; acknowledgo ‘that - it
i+ Carter, meanwhlle‘,v 135 twr'{cehsient %'.began .to: erode - steadily - following -

is- running mate, ‘Walter. On< *Carter’s controversial interview with -

‘dale to Texas and various members;}: 5P
3 ayboy -magazine and his statement
[of the Carter family have been POP- "1 “about intreasing taxes for fami ies

g’:yos in. afx}(}\o‘ut of theﬂ;tate J recent above the median income.” =%

ox TieN
“Benefitting f hat 2 ezu-s “to ”ThEi'_Playbdy"interview "wasf‘th;’r
- g ron _what app _turning point for us,”” O'Donneli said. .
:be-the” most- unified “state~party in ‘He 3ust hurt hirmself ternbl th 3
“gedrs, Carter Also plans this week to hat.’”: . Y, _W’
.blitz the key rural areas of the: state S
{with.a.phalanx.of: Democratic- staté
¢ officials, headed by Gov. Dolph Bris-;

mpact on. Texas, - o Donnell® saxd :
.was last week’s. ‘endorsement of Ford =
~by.the Rev, W:A. :Criswell, pastor of: b
if1cials i camp .the: 19,000-member’ “First . Baptist
rthey also may pour. additional money | “Charch’ of, Dallas and »an-unoffical
,mto the.state, ‘where -expenditures: _spokesman of many Southern Bapnst i
*unul now have been meager; even by undamentalists. .30k =
;this year’s highly regulated spending | Sy endorsing Ford, Criswell 'specif- 7
-standards 0“3"13“)" the-Democrats cally ¢riticized- Carter for- granting -
;had."éarmarked. only: :$175,000° _f 1 -anintérview to the girlie magazine.
‘Texas, the Repubh’cans,SIJ;’OOOO R Carter. is himself a Southern Bap--
‘The key to Ford!s chances here lies ist, . ‘thepredominant’ religicn -in;
n:his 3b1hty — and that of His sup-y Cnswell S, rchurcl’r has- the i
:porters:—.to.convince votets that his, fur R :
‘credentials regarding’ fiscal conser-] ~
wvatxsm ‘national~defense:: ‘and; ‘other| =
fxssues of partlcular concern to con--

Carter § mistakes had cost him sup-
-port -heres They -asserted, however,”
4 - that:subsequent.errors.by-the Presi:;
rdent have-overshadowed those mis-~
‘takes and that the” momentum- has+

. sands of Democrats™ crossed over’”

<» :to.vote :for: “him - jn - the “primary
‘against Ford .. ."is evidenee of the
prevaxlmg polmcaL philosophy here,’
: mlosophy that is-dot fully reflect-
¢ d,. by the*Democratic’ successes: of |

¥Eastern:% Eurpoe as*a’;
L :

us+ margm over McGovem i 19722
nd the combined vote for Nixon and:;
‘Alabama: Govi; :George *Wallace [in}
- 1968 (545,000 more than-Hubert Hum<
phrey attracted)*‘is,further ev:denc :

’,”~wou1d anpear to*
al'than Ford on:)

- -84 :
; mphaszza, Carter’s’ Southern: txes
(though ‘most Democrats: here do not”
1dentxfy with the-*!Cotton South’’), his-
tecord :as::-governor-izofi Georgia .
(whxch Carter“supportexs__.mamtam
,,demonstrates his fiscal’ conservatism':
‘and:hisdesire to'reduce” govemment
bureaucracy)’ and his:.support of ;
.agricultura mall.- business’

N ;‘_.Presxdent Ford is. 'an-insider- who
- “hasn't done. -anything to:stop deficit:
:spending,” ‘said . Carter: campaxgn;
i ChuckParrxsh
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